The Role of the Prophet Today!

As we look forward to the full blossoming of the Prophetic Movement in the years to come, we need an understanding of the restored role of the prophet in the Church to help us avoid misunderstandings and extremes. In particular, we need insight into the nature of the prophet, the necessity of prophets today, the appropriate place of personal prophecy, the relation of prophets to doctrine and the relationship of the prophet to the other fivefold ministers. 


The Nature of a Prophet
First of all, who is a prophet and what is his or her ministry? A prophet is just a person who has been divinely gifted with the nature and ability of Christ the Prophet. Jesus was able to receive the mind and purposes of God His Father and know what was in the heart of human beings through His office of the prophet. His ability to know the counsels and purposes of God for and individual life, such as He revealed to Peter (Jn. 21: 15-23), was an ability that came from His ministry as a prophet.

When Christ Jesus calls and gifts a man or woman with that part of His ability, attributes, and divine nature, then that person has been commissioned to the office of a prophet. Prophets will always have an ability to prophesy. They will vary in their gifts of the Holy Spirit, but hey primarily move in the gifts of prophecy, word of knowledge, word of wisdom, discerning of spirits and sometimes healing. The typical prophet moves more in prophecy, word of knowledge and word of wisdom.

Ministers and other saints who are not called to the office of a prophet may manifest one or more of these gifts, but there is a difference in their anointing, authority and level of function. A saint manifesting the gift of prophecy to a congregation is limited to the general activity of that gift, which is edification, exhortation, and comfort (1 Cor. 14: 3).
The prophet, when ministering with his or her gifted office and prophetic anointing, has the same authority for reproving, correcting, directing and instructing in the rhema word of the Lord as the other four ministers have in their teaching, counseling, and preaching with the Logos Word.
 

How Does Someone Become a Prophet?
A person does not call or appoint him or herself to any or the ascension gift ministries. This is strictly the personal prerogative and gift of Christ Himself. Each minister needs to know what his or her ascension gift office is in the Body of Christ.

After years of research, life experience, scriptural study and personal involvement in the ministry, I have concluded that a person is only called and gifted to one of the five administrative offices of apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor or teacher. Some other ministers believe that you graduate from one fivefold ministry to another and I grant allowance for that possibility. That person may be required to do the work and fill the position of any of the other four at one time or another in his or her life. These other ministerial activities will be used by the Lord to mature that person in his or her specific calling.

Consider two examples from scripture. Jeremiah was called to be a prophet from his mother's womb (Jer. 1:5). In the case of Paul, numerous scriptures state that he was "called to be an apostle" ten of his epistles begin with a statement acknowledging his call to be an apostle (for example, Eph. 1: 1; Col. 1: 1). He exhibited the fruit of an apostle; yet he also held evangelistic campaigns and itinerated from church to church. He pastured for several years some of the churches that were established out of his ministry. He taught the Word of God better than most, and even wrote fourteen divinely inspired letters that became books of the New Testament. Despite these ministries, however, he never states that he was ever called to be a pastor, teacher, evangelist, or prophet. He does declare that he was ordained as an apostle to be a preacher and a teacher of the Gentiles (1 Tim. 2: 7; 2 Tim. 1: 11).

Based upon it's definition we can now see how the prophetic ministry is suppose to flow.  It's more than giving a word to affect someone life.  It's life changing wisdom, knowledge that will revolutionize an individual and the world, if we accept the word of the Prophet.

According to the Bible, many false prophets have come into the land.  Jezebel herself has claimed herself to be a prophetess. Jesus mentions “true prophets” and “false prophets” — those who present the true message of God and those who present a counterfeit (see The Bible on False Prophets).  Most are operating through a familiar spirits and deceiving others with their false words of wisdom.  

Many of us have grown accustom to seeing the prophetic ministry of Christ operate only in the giving of prophecy  and some as some sort of psychic network.  Believe it or not there so-called prophets  some asking you for money to receive  a prophecy.  That's Prostituting the Gift of God,  I don't think so!   Well, that is not what the prophetic mantle should emulate.  

The use of the prophets today is limited by the church pastors.  Personnally,  I guess they would.  Who wants God in their funny business? Right!  The prophets not only give a word in season but can tell of future events,  gives correction, and  encouragement. No two prohets are alive.  God uses them differently.

There must be distinction made between one who speaks out under the unction of the gift of prophecy and one who is a Prophet. The Prophet is an office. The individual in that office will almost certainly operate in the gift of Prophecy as well as other revelation gifts (word of knowledge, word of wisdom, discernment of spirits) but should not be limited to this. Elijah for example operated in the gift of miracles.

Prophets are not necessarily preachers. It has been assumed by many that any one who preaches is a prophet. While that is certainly possible, it is not a rule. Prophets are also in control of their gifts and are able to function decently and in order ( this principle applies to all gifts and their use) 

1Co 14:32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 
The office of Prophet and the gift of prophecy is not exclusive to men: 
Acts 21:8 And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and 
we entered into thehouse of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him.
9. And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy. 10 And as we tarried there 
many days, there came down from Judaea a certain prophet, named Agabus.
Prophets and the Written Word
Once we understand the nature of the prophet, we must consider the basic issue of the need for prophets in the Church today. Some theologians question whether or not there is even a place in the modern Church for prophets. They believe that we have no use for prophets today because we now have the Bible. The Bible, they say, reveals all of God's principles, ways, wisdom, word, direction and revealed will for every person.

Logos Word vs. Prophet's Rhema Word
To respond we need only ask a question: If a divinely inspired book of instruction eliminates the need for the prophet, then why didn't God do away with the office and ministry of the prophet after Moses wrote the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Bible)?

The Pentateuch contains the Law of God with detailed instructions for every area of human life. Yet even though Israel had the Law, God still continued to raise up prophets to give specific messages to leaders, nations and individuals. The priests and Levites taught the written Word of God, but the prophets did more than read and teach the written Word - the Logos. They spoke God's present rhema word to specific situations and needs.

In fact, the prophets were more numerous and ministered more during the fifteen centuries of the Law than during any other time in biblical history. Yet for that period, the Law of Moses was the complete revealed will of God, even down to the very details of humankind's relationship to each other and to God. It was the complete written Word, the Logos for the children of Israel during the dispensation of the Law just as the New Testament is for the dispensation of the church. In both dispensations, God's prophets are needed.


 

Does the Holy Spirit Replace the Prophet?
Some theologians imply that the church does not need the ministry of the prophet today because the Holy Spirit has been seen. Each Christian now has the Holy Spirit within, they insist, and He illuminates them with a rhema when needed. Consequently, the prophet with a rhema is no longer needed, except as an inspired preacher expounding upon the already-revealed and written Word of God.

If we accepted that idea as proper theology, then it would be more realistic to say that we do not need teachers to teach the Word of God, because each Church Age saint has the Holy Spirit and a Bible. The Bible is self-explanatory and there are numerous scriptures which state that the Holy Spirit shall teach you all things, lead you into all truth, take the things of Christ and show them to you, and be your illuminator, director, counselor and enabler (Jn. 16: 7-15).

1 John 2: 27 states, "But the anointing which you have received of him abides in you, and you need not that any man teach you." It would be much easier to make a theological argument for doing away with the office of the teacher in the Body of Christ than that of the prophet.

If prophets are not needed in Christ's Church because we now have the revealed will of God written for all to read, and the Holy Spirit to personalize that Word when needed, then the same reasoning would have to eliminate from the Church not only the teacher, but eventually also all the other fivefold ministers. They could say we do not need the evangelist; we can just give everyone a Bible and let the Holy Spirit do the work of convicting and converting. Likewise, the church would not need apostles to do their founding and establishing ministry, because the Church has already been established by the original twelve apostles. Nor would the Church need pastors, for the Holy Spirit and the Bible will give direction, and Jesus is the Good Shepherd to every one of His sheep.

 

The Fivefold Ministers Are Still Needed
Nevertheless, the biblical fact is that the Word of God emphatically states that the resurrected Christ gifted individuals to be apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. There is not one scriptural indication anywhere that any of the five have been recalled, dispensationally depleted, or removed from their Christ-appointed ministry to the Church throughout her existence on earth. Ephesians 4: 12 declares that the fivefold representation, manifestation and personified ministry of Christ in mortal bodies will continue until every member in the Body of Christ is fully matured and equipped in their ministries so that the whole body is edified, built up, and matured (Eph. 4: 11-13).

Only as all five of the ascension gift ministers equally and fully function in the Church will she enter her predestined purpose of coming into the "unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ…[and] by speaking the truth in love [she] may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ" (vv. 13, 15).

Prophets Are Perpetual
Each age, dispensation and covenant of God has added and dropped terminology concerning certain ministries. There was first the time of the patriarchs. Then the Law defined priests, Levites, scribes and kings. In the New Testament we have mention of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers, elders, deacons, bishops, and saints.

We should note here that the only ministry which can be found consistently functioning in every age and dispensation from Genesis to Revelation is that of the prophet. The prophet is the one ministry that has never been limited to any particular dispensation, age, or covenant of God. The man or woman who becomes the pure expression of the mind of God to humankind is the ministry mentioned and manifest more consistently throughout the whole Bible. And that ministry is the prophet.

In conclusion it may be revealed that the office of Prophet is very much a part of the New Testament Church. His or Her role is one of aiding the various members in hearing from God and placing them in the correct path of God’s will. There are some New Testament Prophets that use their gifts to predict the course of various members of Christ’s body as well as predicting the course of some individuals. Prophets operate primarily in the revelation gifts. They are maintainers of order in themselves and Body at large. The Prophets offices is as essential today as it was in the days of Elijah or Jeremiah.
