"Those Tiny Whines!"

What are whines? Well, to whine means to make long high feeble sounds or cries, as in complaining or to say or beg in a whining way.

So what does this have to do with me! Well many of us don't make it to the promise land because of the tiny whines we make. To God we are just complaining when we do. Now to get a better understanding of what whining does to us and how God deals with whiners, all we need to do is reread the story of the Israelites in the Wilderness.

For over forty years this generation of people who were released from the captivity of Egypt, whined, murmured, and complained the whole time they were there. This was the same people who saw the great signs and wonders of God and yet still complained to God about everything because they were never satisfied.

Like many of us who have prayed for God to deliver us out of our circumstances and situations, once He gets us out or has begun the transitioned process to get us there we still complain. Let me give you an example. You want to buy a house and you know that this is God desire for you to have, but in the process of going through the purchase, obstacles happen and you begin to complain and murmur " Why would God allow this...." and so forth. Or better yet, you get the very things you have been praying for and then complain about the very things you asked for. Sounds familiar! It should because we are all guilty of this and God does not like it.

Complaining or whining is a sign of immaturity in our spiritual growth. It also shows God that we really don't trust or have faith in Him and we all should know that it is impossible to please God except by faith. As we grow up in the spirit we should put aside childlike behaviors, but as we see, ever present, in the body of Christ, we have a lot of immature saints. Saints that should be teachers, but still needing to be taught.

Who says that you can't get old and still remain unwise. The Israelites proved that in the wilderness; that you can refuse to growth up and let go of immature ways. As a result of their complaining, they never saw the promise land and a Great leader forfeited his inheritance as well.

Two lessons here:

Lesson 1: If you are in leadership, don't let the unsatisfied people get you to miss out on your promise land. It is easy to do. We are human and we get so frustrated with stiffed-necked people who don't want to grow up, who don't want to listen, and to tell the truth they just don't want to do right anyhow. They want to carry around those baby blankets full of old dead mans bones. They want to continue to wear those dirty diapers and suck on their thumbs. Don't let them do it. They will pull and pull and pull until you get fed up like Moses did and do crazy disobedient things that could forfeit your promises. 
If you are not careful, you could end up like the first Adam, naked and hiding from God. When caught, you will find yourself saying, " It was the people you gave me Lord!" Or you could end up like Saul and lose your place all together. Either way you don't want it. So, sometimes you have to let people go by giving them to God daily. This way you won't carry them around and all their cares will be casts upon God's shoulders instead of yours.

Lesson 2: STOP WHINING! Many of you will continue to wait until God allows you to just die out in the wilderness. What do I mean by Die Out? I mean you will continue to wait. All the promises will be placed on hold. You will not obtain them. You will keep wondering why you haven't received them. It's not that God doesn't want you to have them, it's just you haven't earned them. Yes, I said earn! We must do something to get something from God. Every opportunity to receive requires an action from us. That action is sowing. In this case I am talking about the sowing of FAITH! Yes, I said another Christian Curse word, FAITH! Anything that requires us to receive from God, requires our faith that He will! We sow in faith. We walk by faith! We believe by faith! We receive Salvation by faith! FAITH! FAITH! FAITH!
Continue:
Now there is another piece to this story untold. What I also noticed was that the people who went into the promise land wasn't those who experienced or saw the signs and wonders of God. They did not have an Egypt experience. They grew up in the wilderness. Even Jesus, once He received the Holy Spirit, had to face the wilderness. Boy, it is something about the wilderness that God likes and we hates.
The wilderness experience is a place of growth. A place where we learn God. We face hardships, trials and tribulations. We learn to be patient, to trust, to have faith and more. I remember a preacher saying, "If you can't say Amen, say Ouch!" I agree, because we will never like what we must go through, but at least we can be quiet about it and endure hardness like the good soldiers we are called to be. 
Our skin is too soft in America. We are too spoiled. Spare the rod, spoil the child! Too many of our Pastors and leaders are too easy on the saints. We are babying them. We keep letting them suck from our bosoms instead from the bosom of God. Some of us need to let go as well. See God will wean us off, but many of my pastors/leaders, we will let the people keep on sucking from the bosom because we are afraid to let them go because of FEAR!

Oh, I am going to get it now. 

We keep many of our congregations dependent on us like children in fear that they will grow and go. We depend on them instead of depending on God. We depend on their tithes, their service to us, and like Pharisees and Scribes we want their praise. So we keep them in a dependent state.
This is how legalism, traditions, and doctrines of men are formed. Out of FEAR! The Pharisees and Scribes magnified the truth. Created fables to lock people end. God's word is much freer than we make it seem. A whole lot of does and don'ts! Crazy rules and regulation we create to lock people in. I actually found out, from a person I was talking too, that her pastor would not allow them to go to other functions outside their church. That's crazy!
Now I am not saying that we should not have rules, but God left them in the book, OK! Let's not try to spice it up a little for our benefit! We say, "The Lord said", and truly we haven't heard nothing, but wind!
I've got to say this! PEOPLE WE ARE THE CHURCH! We are not cells! Individual churches. We are the body of Christ. One Faith! One Lord! One Baptism! I am sorry but any church, any pastor that divides the body, you better run for the hills I tell you run! God is a God of multiplication not division. The enemy divides and conquers. We always question the Jehovah Witnesses, the Muslims, and so forth, but the good old Charismatic churches are no better! God is displeased with all of it! This thing we call church is a stench in His nostrils.

God is still asking today, Where Is MY Body? Peace
